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BRINGING SIMFONI  RADIO BACK TO LIFE
 THREE LIFE-CHANGING WORDS |  POWER OF PRAYER

APPS TO REACH THE ARABIC-SPEAKING WORLD  
 

 BRINGING HOPE TO A BROKEN WORLD



Daniel Enns | President

The power of the Gospel is an amazing thing.  I love watching how God takes people 
who were broken and turns them into a new creation, spotless in His sight.   
Rev 21:5 says, “See, I am making everything new!”  This is Good News indeed! 

Throughout this issue, I hope you will rejoice in seeing how God is using Reach Beyond 
to bring hope and new life to a broken world.  We continue to be amazed at the 
opportunities God orchestrates for us to renew, encourage, equip, and empower local 
believers who are passionate about reaching the unreached in their communities.

Reach Beyond loves to collaborate with others to share the Good News—God’s 
redemptive story.  Examples include: helping renew Simfoni Radio’s ministry, 
expanding the church-planting efforts of local partners in West Africa by teaching 
them to restore broken wells, and partnering with Arabic-speaking believers to engage 
unreached people and disciple new believers throughout North Africa and the Middle 
East through their mobile phones.  

I hope you will also rejoice that through our Arabic ministry partnership, 365 Muslims 
have begun to follow Jesus in just the first five months this year.  Praise God! 

Thank you for your prayers and partnership to see that every people, tribe, language, 
and nation could hear the Good News of Jesus and choose to follow Him! 

May you be blessed by seeing God at work.

REACH BEYOND  
P O BOX 39800  | COLORADO SPRINGS  |  CO 80949-9800

TOLL FREE 1-800-873-4859  |  T: 719-590-9800 F: 719-590-9801

DONOR SERVICES:  T: 800-545-9394   GENERAL INQUIRIES: info@ReachBeyond.org 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR: editor@ReachBeyond.org

/voiceandhands

/voiceandhands

/voiceandhands

/company/voiceandhands

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA

Voice + Hands Magazine is written, designed, and produced  
by Reach Beyond through the generosity of friends of the ministry. 

VOICE AND HANDS
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Dear friend,
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Ivory Coast.
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Bringing  
Simfoni Radio 
back to Life

“Is this the end of our radio ministry?”

Pastor Budi* had been struggling to 
keep Radio Simfoni* on the air ever 
since his father, who founded the 
station, went to be with the Lord some 
twenty years ago.  Budi’s father had also 
pastored a small church, and while Budi 
had never planned to run a radio station 
or pastor a church, God led him to take 
responsibility for both.  

It was tough to keep the station 
running.  They barely had enough 
funds to pay their electric bills, and 
their equipment was failing.  When the 
station’s original transmitter died in 
2019, Budi was only able to acquire a 
much less powerful replacement.  While 
it kept them on the air, it also meant 
that fewer people were able to hear 
their broadcasts.

To make matters worse, their antenna 
tower was badly rusting, and it was only 
a matter of time until it failed too.  Budi 
remembered the words of his father, 
“Radio is church without walls.”  So he 
prayed faithfully, asking God to show 
him the way forward.

In 2024, God answered Budi’s prayers.   
One of Reach Beyond’s local workers 
visited his station and introduced him to 
our ministry.  Soon after, Reach Beyond 
invited Budi to attend our Global 
Voice Leadership Institute for station 
managers in his country.  

At that conference, Budi met many 
other Christian broadcasters who are 
passionate about sharing the Gospel 
in places where it is not easy to be a 
believer, let alone talk about Jesus 
on the radio.  Budi received practical 

training and encouragement that 
refreshed and breathed new life into his 
soul and rekindled his passion to reach 
his community with the Gospel.

He also found new hope as he talked 
with Reach Beyond’s staff about his 
station’s challenges.  Eventually, our 
team made arrangements to provide 
Simfoni Radio with a new transmitter 
and a new, much taller tower to expand 
their coverage.  

Our engineer, Trevor, also designed 
and supervised the installation of a 
grounding system to protect both the 
tower and station from the frequent 
lightning strikes and power surges that 
were damaging their equipment. 

God has given Simfoni Radio a long 
legacy of faithfully sharing the Good 
News of Jesus with its community 
of Muslim neighbors, and they have 
become a trusted voice in the region.  

The station broadcasts 24/7, with nearly 
half of its programs designed to engage 
a non-believing audience with a singular 
purpose—to share the Gospel.  

Simfoni Radio now has new life, a 
renewed passion, and a strong signal, 
able to reach further and tell many more 
people about Jesus. •
*Names changed for security reasons
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USING broken wells TO demonstrate 
redemption in West Africa!

ReNEW 
• REstore 

• Rejoice

take some video or pictures, and then 
leave.  Scenes like these are repeated 
over and over. 

“We love the pictures of the big drilling 
rig and people dancing in the rain,” 
says Wim, Community Development 
Coordinator for Sub-Saharan Africa.  
“But that’s not the reality.  Two-thirds 
of those wells are now broken or no 
longer functioning—sometimes after 
only a few months.”  For villagers living 
in those communities, their newfound 
joy quickly turns into despair. 

Wim and his team noticed another 
troubling trend across the region—
instead of fixing broken wells, people 
were just drilling new ones.  This 
seemed like poor stewardship.

In Sub-Saharan Africa, an estimated 
319 million people do not have access 
to safe, drinkable water.  Communities 
across the continent face risks of water-
borne diseases, including cholera, 
typhoid fever, and diarrhea.  That lack of 
clean water also perpetuates their cycle 
of poverty.

For decades, governments, non-profits, 
and many ministries have been installing 
wells in villages all throughout the 
region.  A politician or an organization 
will come into a community, build a well, 

SUPPORT THIS MINISTRY:
reachbeyond.org/ssa
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Mark and Wim with 
Friends in Action’s 
drilling rig. 
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“The wells are broken, yes, but not 
beyond repair,” says Wim.  “The 
real issue is that no one has taken 
responsibility to fix them.  That’s where 
we saw the opportunity.”

TOOLS FOR CHANGE

Wim realized that simply gifting a well 
or pump wasn’t enough.  “Without 
spare parts, proper tools, and the 
know-how to maintain them, wells will 
fail.  We see dry pumps everywhere 
we go.”  It took three years to build a 
sustainable network of equipment and 
spare parts, and more 
importantly, skills. 

In 2024, God connected 
Wim with a ministry 
called Friends in Action, 
which has drilled over 
a thousand wells in 
the region.  It was the beginning of a 
strategic ministry partnership.

“I believe Reach Beyond is uniquely 
skilled in training effectively,” says Wim. 
“We train, mentor, and deploy.  We 
also work on fostering collaboration 
among our partners.  In missions, 
we often see that there’s not much 
collaboration; everyone tends to work 
alone, doing their own thing.”

This May, Reach Beyond hosted and 
co-taught a five-day training event 
with Friends in Action at their newly 
completed well installation and repair 
training center in Ivory Coast.  The 
trainees were from four of Reach 
Beyond’s local partner ministries that 
are using clean water and community 
development as part of their church-
planting efforts.  

Wim says, “Our West African partners—
pastors, mission organizations, and 
local leaders—already know their 
communities inside and out.  We aren’t 
here to dictate from afar, tell them how 
to reach their people, they know it and 
do it, we can come alongside, share 

practical skills, and add valuable tools to 
their toolbox.”  

Participants were taught many skills, but 
training primarily focused on assessing 
a well, installing and repairing pumps, 
and then mastering the skills needed 
to maintain and keep wells functioning.  
The intensive training was packed with 
hands-on sessions where participants 
learned to dismantle, repair, and 
reassemble pumps.  

They also learned how to test wells.  The 
trainers emphasized that 
the difference between a 
grandstanding well and an 
excellent one is the rigorous 
testing of the well’s water 
flow.  And by the end of the 
week, teams of participants 
were going out into 

communities to test wells and install and 
repair handpumps on their own!

A SPIRITUAL TOOLBOX

Providing clean water and health and 
hygiene training to communities opens 

‘WE COME ALONGSIDE, 
SHARE PRACTICAL SKILLS, 
AND ADD VALUABLE TOOLS 
TO THEIR TOOLBOX.’ 



the doors to share Jesus, even in places 
that have been resistant to the Gospel.  

Wim says some of these pastors have 
faced daily, even violent persecution, 
but are now able to enter villages and 
homes.  One pastor shared how carrying 
this simple toolkit can turn a would-be 
visitor into a welcomed friend.

Restoring a well serves a practical 
purpose, but it also illustrates how 
broken things can be made new—that 
we are never beyond redemption 
through Christ’s love.

“The Gospel is about restoration,” says 
Wim, “not starting fresh with something 
brand new.  Development should reflect 
that too.  But restoration means changing 
behavior, and that’s the hardest part—
whether in faith or in fieldwork.  If we 
don’t change the patterns, the outcome 
won’t change either.”

A REASON TO REJOICE

Our local partners in West Africa are now 
rejoicing because they have been given 
the skills and tools to fix broken wells at 
a fraction of the cost to drill new ones, 
dramatically expanding their potential 
ministry impact. 

“The training was about engaging with 
what’s broken,” says Wim, “the messy 
stuff most people overlook.  Without this 
training, no one would touch a broken 
hand pump.  Now, across four countries, 
our partners are actively looking for 
broken ones—eager to step in and bring 
solutions, because they know that doing 
so will open new doors for them to 
share the Gospel.” •

PROVIDING CLEAN WATER AND 
HEALTH AND HYGIENE TRAINING 
TO COMMUNITIES OPENS DOORS 
TO SHARE JESUS, EVEN IN PLACES 
THAT HAVE BEEN RESISTANT 
TO THE GOSPEL. 
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Whenever someone asks what I do for 
a living, I’m tempted to hand them a 
flowchart.  My days bounce between 
meetings, travel plans, trainings, and 
an occasional hand-pump repair in 
West Africa.  But when the dust settles, 
my job is essentially three words:

MENTOR – God directs us to the 
servant-hearted people and we pour 
into them.

EQUIP – We give them the training 
and resources they need to thrive.

DEPLOY – We release them to lead 
in their own communities so the 
Kingdom expands.

Let me tell the story of Konan—an 
example of those three words in action:

Our Sub-Saharan Africa team recently 
co-hosted training in Ivory Coast with a 
ministry called Friends in Action. 

We invited Reach Beyond partner 
ministries from around West Africa to 
send two people to learn well-pump 
repair, well assessment, and basic 
community development outreach—
nuts-and-bolts skills for village water 
projects.

Konan was a volunteer from 
Foundation Emmanuel.  He arrived an 
hour early each day, swept the room, 
lined up the tools, and volunteered 
for every task.  While others checked 
their phones, he was elbow-deep in 
pump parts, asking smart questions 
and jotting notes. 

Mark from Friends In Action 
whispered, “I want him on my team.”  
I whispered back, “So do I—but he 
already has a team.”  The two of us 
sat down with Pastor Kra (Konan’s 
boss) and sketched out a solution:

MENTOR – Konan would intern 
with Friends in Action’s well-drilling 
crew for intensive, on-the-job 
mentoring.

EQUIP – Reach Beyond would 
cover his expenses during those 
training months so he could focus 
on learning.

DEPLOY – After the internship, 
Foundation Emmanuel would hire 
him to run water projects in the 
country’s underserved northwest.

KONAN
THREE LIFE-CHANGING 
   WORDS IN ACTION
By Wim

(continued)



(cont.)  The arrangement cost all three 
organizations a slice of their budget, but it 
multiplied everyone’s reach:

FRIENDS IN ACTION gains a trusted 
ally in the north of the country. 

FOUNDATION EMMANUEL gets a 
fully trained technician who already 
loves their mission. 

REACH BEYOND advances local 
church-planting efforts among the 
unreached through clean-water ministry 
without adding staff to our payroll.

And Konan?  He walks away with a career, 
a calling, and tools to serve his people.

Even though our logo won’t be on Konan’s 
shirt, we know that clean water will flow 
and that the Gospel will travel with it.  And 
that’s what really matters! •

Wim is a Reach Beyond missionary from the 
Netherlands who coordinates our community 

development ministries in West Africa.

Above: (L-R) Konan, Team Ghana 
(in blue hard-hats), Pastor Kra, and 
Mark, at Friends in Action’s new 
training site in Ivory Coast.

Right: Konan receives hands-on 
training from Mark in well drilling.
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for our community so it could be 
sustained in alternative ways. 

A couple of weeks and several 
conversations later, a family in our 
community organized an all-night 
prayer party held at the school so 
students could come worship and 
pray together over the situation.

In the words of our director, “After this 
prayer party, it was like God closed 

the mouth of the lion,” 
like God did for Daniel. 

This movement of God 
revealed to us many 
things, including the 
power of communal 
prayer, the amazing faith 
of students that adults 
tend to underestimate, 
the value this small and 

diverse community of faith holds in all 
of our hearts, and how thankful we are 
to be a part of what God is doing in 
and through it. •
*Rusty and Rose serve as teachers at an 
international school in a restrictive country.  
Names changed for security. 

By Rusty and Rose*

Our first year has been a very 
challenging, exhausting, and humbling 
time of learning for us, as it is for 
most new missionaries.  However, 
throughout this year, God has 
consistently shown us His presence and 
His purpose for us here. 

As teachers, He gives this joy in small 
ways every day through our students, 
as we get to know them, watch them 
learn and grow, and help 
them navigate life and 
faith.  A powerful example 
of when His presence 
was particularly evident 
this year though, was in a 
precarious situation which 
had the possibility of 
closing down our school.

Before announcing this 
potential reality to the students, there 
was a meeting held with student 
leadership.  I stepped into the room. 
unsure of what their reactions might be, 
but these amazing young people blew 
me away with their confidence that 
God was going to come through and 
save our school.  But also their faith that 
even if He didn’t, God is faithful and 
would walk alongside us and provide 

Reflections on our first year of missionary service

THE POWER 
OF PRAYER

“AFTER THIS 
PRAYER PARTY, 
IT WAS LIKE 
GOD CLOSED 
THE MOUTH  
OF THE LION” 

serve with us:
reachbeyond.org/go
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SHARING  JESUS.  GIVING HOPE.    TRANSFORMING COMMUNITIES...WORLDWIDE

If you want to gain access to the hearts 
and minds of the Arabic-speaking world, 
your best opportunity will most likely be 
through their mobile phone. 

People in North Africa and the Middle 
East are used to living under political 
systems and religious customs that restrict 
personal freedoms and dictate many 
aspects of their lives.  Cultural stigmas 
make it difficult for them to ask questions 
or find help for their problems.  

A mobile phone with internet access 
provides a way to circumvent all of that.

Users look to social media 
and other apps to provide 
a temporary escape to the 
outside world.  Chat rooms 
enable them to ask questions 
and express themselves in 
anonymity, as well as provide 
some sense of community.

It is within this digital context that Reach 
Beyond and our partners have found ways 
to engage with the unreached, offer them 
real solutions to their problems, and share 
the hope we have through Jesus.   

Our Arabic media partners have recently 
developed two mobile apps to help 
expand their existing efforts to engage 
the unreached and disciple new believers. 

The app for seekers utilizes thought-
provoking topics to engage unbelievers, 
spark conversations, and guide them to 
connect with the follow-up team.    

The discipleship app is designed to help 
believers grow in their faith.  It offers a 
private and secure way to access all of 
our partner’s content, including live and 
recorded programs, dramas, music, and 
videos, at any time they choose.  They 

USING MOBILE APPS TO REACH 
THE ARABIC-SPEAKING WORLD

also created 
a detailed Frequently Asked 
Questions section designed specifically 
for new believers who have come from a 
Muslim background.

The app is customized to guide each 
person through their daily walk with 
Jesus and interact with Scripture.  It also 
facilitates conversations with counselors 
and spiritual mentors, and sends users 
meeting and prayer reminders.  

The discipleship path guides users 
through different levels of content which 

include quizzes and surveys 
to both challenge and 
reinforce their knowledge 
and understanding.  Each 
interaction includes high-
quality graphics to make the 
experience refreshing and 
relevant. 

These new apps will allow 
our Arabic media partnership to engage 
and share the Gospel with even more 
unreached people, and better disciple 
the growing number of those who have 
decided to follow Jesus. •

THESE NEW APPS WILL 
ALLOW OUR ARABIC 
MEDIA PARTNERSHIP 
TO ENGAGE AND SHARE 
THE GOSPEL WITH MORE 
UNREACHED PEOPLE



Thank You!

LET US KNOW HOW WE CAN PRAY FOR YOU:
prayer@ReachBeyond.org | 800-545-9394

Zara* is a woman from North Africa who recently found 
Jesus through our Arabic ministry.  Her journey to hope, however, was not a 
short one.  She started going to an Islamic school when she was 15 but became 
disenchanted by the words and actions of those around her.  She found that 
praying at the mosque brought her no peace, so she began to move away from 
what she had been taught and search for the true path.  One day Zara came 
across an online page hosted by our Arabic media partner, and she began asking 
them questions.  Their answers were convincing to her mind, but heavy on her 
heart.  For the next seven years, Zara wrestled with the truths she had heard. 

For people living in North Africa and the Middle East, choosing to follow Jesus is 
rarely a quick decision—there is a tremendous spiritual battle taking place.  Earlier 
this year, Zara contacted our partners again with more questions.  God moved in 
her heart, and she made a life-changing choice—to ask Jesus into her life. 

“At that moment, I felt something different that I had been searching for 
all my life—not just a change in belief but an inner peace that filled me. 
Today, I am learning more about Christ and I feel that I am on the right 
path.  I am not alone because of the presence of my brothers around me.” 

Please pray for our missionaries, volunteers, and partners as they engage in 
spiritual conversations with people worldwide.  Ask God to give them His words 
as they respond to difficult questions.  Pray that many more would seek the truth 
and choose to follow Jesus. 

Thanks to your faithful prayers 
and financial gifts, 365 Muslims 
have come to faith in Jesus 
in the first five months of 
this year through our Arabic 
ministry partnership.  
424 new believers are actively 
being discipled. 

*Name and image changed for 
security reasons  

mailto:prayer%40reachbeyond.org?subject=Prayer%20Request%20/%20V%2BH%20Magazine%20
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