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doing it by myself as they headed out of the clinic with my 
referral note, at least headed down the right path of the 
camp to be seen at the specialty clinic.”

Wounds Too Deep For Medicine 
Alone To Heal
There are an estimated 90,000 pregnant women currently 
living in the 22 refugee camps in Bangladesh, so the need 
for pre- and post-natal care is high. Midwife Gabriella 
Egberth shared a story about her experience with a woman 
who recently lost a baby in the camp.

“She came in looking very, very weak.  Her eldest son 
told us she had been bleeding for 5 days.  Five days ago, 
she delivered her full-term baby, who was stillborn, in her 
home, Gabriella said.  This was her eleventh child.   
I examined her and found her womb had not contracted 
because it still had some remnants of placenta inside.  We 
were able to administer I.V. treatment to shrink her womb 
and replenish her fluids.  We also could give her vitamins 
to treat her anemia.

“Since she has 10 children at home, and two are very 
sick, she would not be able to go further away to another 
hospital.  She was with us for the entire day, and at the 
end of the day her husband and son carried her home on a 
chair they had attached to a bamboo pole.

“At the start of the day, I wondered if we could give this 
woman everything she needed.  But by the end of the day 
she was stronger and could go home.  She was very grateful 
for our help.  My prayer is that she will fully recover from 
the physical and emotional trauma she has been through.”

These are wounds which medicine alone cannot treat. But 
by God’s grace we are trying to help bind up their hurt 
through compassionate medical care, seasoned with love 
and silent intercession to our Father on their behalf.  The 
Rohingya numbers are vast, but the more we interact with 
them the more we see individual faces, individual stories, 
and precious individual souls to be loved and cherished in 
His name.   

Our next step in serving the Rohingya was to help build and staff 
a medical clinic in one of the camps. Pictured above, Dr. Steve 
Nelson and Midwife Gabriella Egberth begin treating patients in the 
newly constructed clinic. There are plans to add generators and an 
ambulance to better serve the population.   

Our team was able to help a woman 
who had delivered a stillborn baby. 

Her husband and son constructed a 
way to help carry her out of the clinic 

after treatment. 
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How do you define a UPG? They are an ethnic group 
without an indigenous, self-propagating Christian church 
movement. They are two percent evangelical or less, with 
no church of their own able to support growth without 
outside intervention. There is a reason these UPGs haven’t 
been reached. They are hard to get to, and they are resistant 
to the gospel. But we are living out our mission with 
BOLD FAITH and trusting God to do a miracle among 
these people. 

HANDS: BEYOND WORDS 
We believe the gospel needs to not only be proclaimed, but 
also demonstrated by serving the needs of UPGs beyond 
just words. We do this through community development 
and medical outreach projects. 

Our Hands strategies open doors into unreached people 
groups to which we wouldn’t otherwise have access. 

We don’t just drop the gospel from the sky, but we are 
on the ground providing medical support, clean water 
projects and training in geographical areas that often 
don’t allow overt Christian witness. We have lots of 
opportunities for believers to use the skills and experience 
that God has given them to serve the least reached. We’re 
looking for engineers, medical practitioners, veterinarians, 
agronomists, entrepreneurs, and disciple makers…and you 
don’t have to have a seminary degree. 

We believe that God has 
called the church to fulfill 
the Great Commission

“...proclaiming the gospel  
MATTHEW 9:35

“And Jesus went through all the cities and villages, teaching in their 
synagogues and proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom and healing 

every disease and affliction.”

Radio planting and medical 
projects are just some of the 
examples of Voice and Hands 
strategies that Reach Beyond 
utilizes. 
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TOGETHER: BEYOND OURSELVES
We believe that the best way to fulfill the Great 
Commission is through empowered partnerships, with 
churches from sending countries and organizations in 
receiving areas, to reach beyond ourselves.

In order to finish the  
task, we need to triple our 
footprint.
We have always been about partnership, and we continue 
to come alongside incredible indigenous partners to 
proclaim and demonstrate the gospel. But partnership isn’t 
just in the field. It is also how we partner here at home. 
We believe that God has called the church to fulfill the 
Great Commission, so we ask ourselves, “how can we come 
alongside and partner with the local church to help them 
accomplish what God has placed on their heart to do?” 

Not only do we partner with churches, but we also partner 
with individuals, both as workers and as donors. Later 
this summer we will be launching a new opportunity for 
supporters to partner with us financially, called + Partners. 
These are donors who commit to giving on a monthly 
recurring basis at least $30 a month. We are trusting 
God to raise up 1,900 + Partners to represent the 1,900 
unreached people groups of 100,000 or more individuals 
that God has placed on our heart to reach.  

REACHING OUR FUTURE
In order to finish the task, we need to triple our footprint. 
We need to invest in our people and raise up a new 
generation of leaders to focus on UPGs. We need to engage 
with churches in new ways, and we need to become a loud 
voice for the least reached.

Our new brand platform is a first step in building clarity 
and excitement around this story. Will a new logo get us to 
fulfilling Revelation 7:9? No. But it is one piece in how we 
are positioned to accomplish all that God has called us to 
do and be. 

“...standing before the throne,  
REVELATION  7:9

After this I looked, and there before me was a great multitude that 
no one could count, from every nation, tribe, people and language, 

standing before the throne and before the lamb.”

We want every tribe, tongue and 
nation to know the love of Jesus. English 

conversation clubs are one way we can 
reach the least reached. 

Addressing physical needs of unreached 
populations through water improvement projects 

helps us share the love of Jesus where we 
otherwise might not have a platform.. 
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13 HOW CAN YOU HELP?

GIVE: Would you be willing to join 
us as one of our 1,900 recurring 
monthly donors representing the 1,900 
unreached people groups of more 
than 100,000 people that our mission 
targets? Visit reachbeyond.org/give  
to learn how you can make a impact.

GO: Whether you are interested in 
joining a short-term missions trip, 
learning about our internship program, 
or taking the steps to be a full-time 
missionary with us, Reach Beyond is 
committed to helping you get there. 
See how the training and passions 
God already equipped you with can be 
used to proclaim and demonstrate the 
Gospel to the least reached.  
 
Visit reachbeyond.org/go  
to learn more, or email 
mobilization@reachbeyond.org

PRAY: You will notice that in this issue 
of V+H Magazine, we now include 
Prayer World, our prayer guide to cover 
the ministry in prayer. Will you commit 
to praying with us?  
 
Pray for the UPG groups that God has 
placed on our heart and opened a door 
for us to reach.  
 
Pray for our leadership, that they will 
be filled with God’s wisdom and will 
prayerfully follow His direction. Pray 
that God will protect and equip our 
workers in the field, and that He will be 
glorified through all we do.
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I’ve spent a significant amount of time in the last 25 years 
studying culture.  In doing so, I’ve realized the importance 
of understanding my own culture and how it impacts 
the way I read Scripture, relate to Jesus, do ministry and 
interpret everything around me.  Don Smith was formative 
in my thinking and through him I began to see some of 
the cultural values that shape me.  In his book Creating 
Understanding, I learned that, as a North American, I 
see the universe as a machine.  Not only that, I see it as 
something that I can manipulate and control. What?  Ok, 
stay with me here.

Does that make me a maniacal super-villain bent on world 
domination and control?  No. I’m typically not even aware 
of these deeply held values as I go about my day-to-day 
activities.  Neither are most North Americans and many 
western cultures who also share these unspoken values.  It’s 
actually much subtler than that.  It shows up in far less 
sinister ways through our need and desire for productivity 
and efficiency.  If we just bring the right team of brilliant 
people together and throw enough resources at it, we’ll 
“crack the code” to this whole unreached people thing.

One of the problems with this thinking and way of living 
is that we seem to be just as far away from seeing this 
world reached as we’ve ever been.  We live in a world of 
unprecedented technological advancements that have made 
us the most productive and efficient people in history.

We have stores filled with apps for bettering our lives and 
making them more efficient and productive.  We’ve been 
so busy building our strategic plans, checking the boxes on 
our to-do lists and running at a frenetic pace that we’ve not 
had time to notice the irony--Our efficiency has actually 
turned out to be really inefficient.  Our productivity hasn’t 
led to the fruitfulness we anticipated.

 When I take a look at Jesus’ life in the gospels, I see a very 
different way of life and ministry.  Have you ever noticed 

how often Jesus seems to be disappearing just to get alone 
with His Father?  There’s a major decision or event about 
to unfold and instead of running around doing stuff, he 
leaves the scene. When He returns, He knows what to do 
since the Father has told him what to do. There appears to 
be a pattern of doing less before some major event.  This 
is the opposite of our normal approach and is counter-
intuitive to many.  Is it possible that fruitfulness comes as 
much, if not more, from being than it does from doing?

We must be radically 
committed to listening 
to and obeying one 
teacher—King Jesus. 
The Gospel of John certainly emphasizes this idea in 
chapter 15.  Attend to the vine, not to the fruit. You can’t 
attend to both simultaneously. If you really want to see 
Jesus fruit, focus on Jesus not the fruit.  So why do we 
tend to do this backwards?  We put so much attention on 
productivity when Jesus said we won’t produce fruit unless 
we simply abide in Him. I’m wondering if at the root  
of this, we’ve forgotten what it means to “be” disciples  
of Jesus.

Most missions that I’ve worked with have discipleship as 
one of their stated values.  The assumption is that if it is 
one of the values, then it will permeate the organization 
and ensure that its members are committed to making 
disciples.  In theory that sounds like a great idea, except 
that values don’t shape us.  Our practices shape us.  Our 
practices, planned and unplanned, point to the things we 
value.  If we want to live into an aspirational value, then  
we must have practices to shape us accordingly.

By Matthew Rawlins, Vice President of Operations
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GiveBeyond@reachbeyond.org, or call

800-525-8857 VOICE+HANDS,TOGETHER

We can help  
you grow your  
income as you 
make a gift. 

Ask us how.

If you are a retiree or near retirement, and if you would like to know how you can make a charitable gift while 
retaining the income, please contact us to request a special planning report, Increased Income,  

a Tax Deduction and Joy. It will give you complete details on how this agreement could work for you.

I would submit that we really want to see discipleship as 
a value of a community, mission, church, etc., then we 
must have intentional practices of being disciples.  We 
must be radically committed to listening to and obeying 
one teacher—King Jesus. Disciples are intended to order 
their lives and daily rhythms around these practices.  As a 
friend of mine recently pointed out, we tend to order our 
days around ensuring productivity, and our King has to 
interrupt our day to get a word in.

To this end, our Reach Beyond community here in 
Colorado Springs is doing our best to live into that reality 
together.  In my first opportunity to share in chapel last 
fall, I expressed my hope and prayer for Reach Beyond—
that we would be known as a community of people who 
are shaped by the practice of listening to and obeying Jesus.  
This is the Jesus Way.  One of the ways we are practicing 
this as community is to “push pause” on whatever we are 

doing at 11 am and 2 pm each day.  All throughout the 
building, we gather together to read the Word of God and 
pray for our people.  We stop and we listen.  We re-orient 
our day.  We re-center on Jesus.

What might it look like if the greater Reach Beyond 
community made this part of their regular practices as 
well?  How might our lives and ministries be different if 
we stopped to listen together and did only what King Jesus 
tells us to do?  And what if we did this without regard for 
productivity and efficiency?  We would like to extend the 
invitation for you to join us.  In the enclosed and newly-
revamped Prayer World, you’ll find the schedule we are 
following. It’s not the only way to go about this practice, 
but it’s a start.  Let’s move forward together, as community, 
and be a people for whom prayer comes easy.   

“...abide in me,  
JOHN 15:4 

Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, 
unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me.”



PO Box 39800
Colorado Springs, CO 80949-9800

HELP US proclaim and 
demonstrate the gospel 
among the Rohingya. 

reachbeyond.org/rohingya
Donate today:


